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This volume IV of the series on ‘Antibiotics’ is the 
long missing update of ‘Biosynthesis’ edited in 1967 
(vol. II). There has been an immense research activity 
since then, which is obvious when one compares 
both compilations. Whereas vol. II contained 32 very 
heterogeneous articles, J. W. Corcoran has managed 
to collect 16 more comprehensive treatments, with an 
average of 80 references dating almost exclusively 
within the last decade. Major primary contributors 
are assembled: E. P. Abraham and J. 0. Sullivan 
@lactams); J. W. Corcoran (erythromycins); H. G. 
Floss (macrolides, isochromane quinones and some 
aromatic ompounds); G. Iancine (ansamycins); 
U. Horneman (methylenomycin, mitomycins and 
streptozocin); L. H. Hurley (pyrrolo(l,4)benzodia- 
zepins); C. R. Hutchinson (tetracyclines and anthra- 
cyclins); K. Kurahashi (peptides); S. Omura (1 B-mem- 
bered macrolides); C. J. Pearce and K. L. Rinehart 
(aminocyclitols); R. J. Suhadolnik (nucleosides); and 
J. W. Westley (polyethers). Most studies have not yet 
approached a biochemical level of genetic and enzyme 
studies but are primarily concerned with the con- 
struction of the complex compounds from specifically 
labeled precursors in vivo or sometimes in vitro. This 
pathway elucidation is a prerequisite for further bio- 
chemical characterization a d, as has been repeatedly 
documented, of use for the organic chemist in the 
design of biomimetic reactions. This book can be 
recommended to all individuals involved in struc- 
tural elucidation and synthesis of natural compounds, 
in the study and production of antibiotics and related 
bioactive compounds from biological or chemical 
backgrounds. It is the only available text on biosyn- 
thesis of the broad spectrum of antibiotic structures. 
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This book is divided into 11 chapters which cover: covering antibodies, protein-protein interactions and 
basic concepts; matrices and spacer arms; synthetic other applications. The publishers note on the cover 
methods; quantitative approaches; group-specific states that the book ‘is presented in easily understood 
ligands; covalent chromatography; bioselective desorp- language and offers a much simplified treatment of 
tion; nucleic acid chromatography; hydrophobic the concept of affinity chromatography’ - a state- 
chromatography; and two miscellaneous chapters ment which I find entirely reasonable. The lucid style 
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